
If legalized, should Massachusetts residents be
allowed to grow marijuana at home?
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If Massachusetts voters legalize marijuana this fall, it wouldn’t just mean

customers could buy pot at stores. It would also be legal to grow a limited

amount at home — up to six plants per individual, with a maximum of 12 per

household.

Homegrown marijuana already has been legalized in Colorado, Alaska, and

Oregon, with differing restrictions depending on the state. Washington,

which also legalized marijuana, did not legalize home-growing for recreational

use.

In Massachusetts, the provision is one of the many debate points between

legalization supporters and opponents. Here are some of the arguments on both
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sides:
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Those in favor say…

The group pushing the pro-pot ballot question is called the Campaign to

Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol, and much of its mission derives from that title.

“It’s not going to be anything other than what already occurs in Massachusetts

regarding home-brewed beer,” said Jim Borghesani, a spokesman for the

campaign.

Borghesani said that is the extent of the campaign’s argument in favor of home-

growing, and said he expects it would be a “micro market.”

Some advocates have said that allowing consumers to grow their own marijuana

serves as a check on the industry becoming overly commercialized and

controlled by corporate interests. Mark A.R. Kleiman, a professor of public policy

at UCLA, argued in The New York Times against opening Washington, D.C. to

commercial sales but to allow people to legally grow and gift marijuana, in an

effort to limit commercialization.
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In Massachusetts, Steve Epstein, a longtime marijuana advocate, unsuccessfully

proposed a different pro-legalization ballot question last year that would have

not placed any limits on a person’s ability to grow at home. While Epstein

supported marijuana retail, he also supported even less restricted home-

growing in hopes of keeping corporate interests at bay.

The Denver Post noted after Colorado made marijuana legal that home-growing

might appeal to consumers in cities and towns that do not allow retail stores.

Some towns and cities may ultimately ban retail stores in Massachusetts, but it

would be more difficult to do so than in Colorado. The proposed Massachusetts

law would require municipal governments to pass a referendum to prohibit the

stores.
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And those opposed…

The Campaign for a Safe and Healthy Massachusetts, an opposition group

backed by Gov. Charlie Baker and Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, argues the

provision will lure growers from out of state, who will take advantage of the

home-grow measure to take the law to other non-legal states to sell. They say

this has been an issue in Colorado. Corey Welford, a campaign spokesman, says it

could be a bigger problem here because Massachusetts is smaller and more

tightly bunched with neighboring states. The campaign additionally argues that
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enforcing the 12-plant-per-home limit would be difficult, if not impossible, for

law enforcement.

Daniel Delaney, a medical marijuana lobbyist who is leading a secondary

opposition campaign that has more directly targeted home-growing as an issue,

says he takes issue with the idea in apartment buildings and multifamily homes,

because neighbors may not want to live above or below a dozen marijuana plants.

“In densely populated areas, it’s just too much,” he said. “When you cultivate like

that … you’re going to smell it.”

In response, Borghesani noted that the law would allow landlords to ban the

growing of marijuana on their property.

Delaney also said he worries homegrown pot in homes would increase youth

access to the drug. Concerns about youth access have been voiced by

opponents for the broader law, and not just the home-grow provision, though

there is little definitive evidence that legalization in Colorado — which allows

home-growing — has increased youth and teen pot usage.

TOPICS:  Politics  Marijuana  2016 Election

Want to see what readers are saying about our stories?
Check out the conversations on Boston.com's Facebook Page

Tips? Corrections? Feedback? Email us at tips@boston.com

You May Like  by Taboola Sponsored Links   

Yesware

Lull.com

Forbes

Trend Chaser

Comparisons.org Quotes

What We Figured Out From 115M Tracked Emails [New Data]

Skip The Mattress Store - 3 Ways You're Getting Ripped Off

Forget the Big Names – These Are the Best Colleges in America

Mind-Blowing Details About Betwitched Revealed

You're In For A Big Surprise in 2016 If You Own A Home in Massachusetts

http://www.boston.com/news/untagged/2016/01/21/medical-marijuana-lobbyist-to-oppose-pot-legalization-push
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/2016/05/24/are-kids-really-more-likely-to-get-high-when-marijuana-is-legal
https://www.boston.com/tag/politics
https://www.boston.com/tag/marijuana
https://www.boston.com/tag/2016-election
https://www.facebook.com/boston/
mailto:tips@boston.com
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston-bostoncom&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston-bostoncom&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston-bostoncom&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://pages.yesware.com/email-subject-lines-that-actually-work.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2016-07%20taboola&utm_content=subject%20line%20data
http://click.lull.com/?c=1020&scn=tbdk&sca=boston-bostoncom&scs=Skip+The+Mattress+Store+-+3+Ways+You%27re+Getting+Ripped+Off
http://www3.forbes.com/entrepreneurs/americas-top-colleges-2015/?utm_campaign=Top-Colleges-2015&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=boston-bostoncom
http://www.trend-chaser.com/entertainment/bewitched-elizabeth-montgomery/?utm_campaign=bem-d-us-160614-tc&utm_content=1f1070&utm_source=tb&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=boston-bostoncom-https%3A%2F%2Fconsole.brax-cdn.com%2Fcreatives%2Fb86bbc0b-1fab-4ae3-9b34-fef78c1a7488%2Felizabeth3_bewitched_45dbd351cb8d77a270c390bb7dd2a08d.png-Mind-Blowing+Details+About+Betwitched+Revealed
http://comparisons.org/homeowners-act-now-to-refinance-your-home-before-rates-rise.php?aff=1169&sub=refi_desk_bigs&utm_medium=boston-bostoncom
https://www.homechef.com/skip-the-store?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc_clicks&utm_campaign=tab.30.1&voucher=TB30FREE


CRIME
Teen's ex-boyfriend charged with home invasion
July 5, 2016 | 9:58 AM

CRIME
3 people shot in Roxbury Tuesday morning
July 5, 2016 | 9:46 AM

LOCAL NEWS
Swimmer drowns at Plymouth Beach
July 5, 2016 | 9:44 AM

CRIME
Mother shot to death outside her New Bedford apartment
July 5, 2016 | 9:05 AM

LOCAL NEWS
Mega Millions jackpot up to $449 million
July 5, 2016 | 8:55 AM

CRIME
2 men to be arraigned for shooting at Winthrop party
July 5, 2016 | 8:50 AM

Home Chef

Framingham: This Meal Service is Cheaper Than Your Local Store

https://www.boston.com/news/crime/2016/07/05/teens-ex-boyfriend-charged-home-invasion
https://www.boston.com/news/crime/2016/07/05/teens-ex-boyfriend-charged-home-invasion
https://www.boston.com/news/crime/2016/07/05/3-people-shot-roxbury-tuesday-morning
https://www.boston.com/news/crime/2016/07/05/3-people-shot-roxbury-tuesday-morning
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/da-man-drowns-swimming-plymouth-beach
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/da-man-drowns-swimming-plymouth-beach
https://www.boston.com/news/crime/2016/07/05/mother-shot-death-outside-new-bedford-apartment
https://www.boston.com/news/crime/2016/07/05/mother-shot-death-outside-new-bedford-apartment
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/mega-millions-449-million
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/mega-millions-449-million
https://www.boston.com/news/crime/2016/07/05/shooting-winthrop-party
https://www.boston.com/news/crime/2016/07/05/shooting-winthrop-party
https://www.homechef.com/skip-the-store?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc_clicks&utm_campaign=tab.30.1&voucher=TB30FREE


LOCAL NEWS
Plymouth fireworks barge catches fire, creates glowing mishap
July 5, 2016 | 7:35 AM

LOCAL NEWS
Mass. doctor biking 4,128 miles from Oregon to Boston for kids'
health
July 5, 2016 | 5:00 AM

LOCAL NEWS
Police: College student killed in SUV crash near her home
July 5, 2016 | 3:32 AM

LOCAL NEWS
FAA investigating report of laser pointed at plane in Boston
July 5, 2016 | 3:13 AM

POLITICS
Advocates hope Mass. will adopt GMO labeling law
July 4, 2016 | 8:20 PM

LOCAL NEWS
Two men charged with cocaine trafficking at Logan Airport
July 4, 2016 | 7:05 PM

NATIONAL NEWS
Joey Chestnut downs a record 70 hot dogs in annual eating
contest
July 4, 2016 | 4:19 PM

https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/plymouth-fireworks-barge-catches-fire-bright-malfunction
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/plymouth-fireworks-barge-catches-fire-bright-malfunction
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/local-professor-biking-4128-miles-oregon-boston
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/local-professor-biking-4128-miles-oregon-boston
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/police-college-student-killed-suv-crash-near-home
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/police-college-student-killed-suv-crash-near-home
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/faa-investigating-report-laser-pointed-plane-boston
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/05/faa-investigating-report-laser-pointed-plane-boston
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2016/07/04/advocates-hope-massachusetts-will-adopt-gmo-labeling-law
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2016/07/04/advocates-hope-massachusetts-will-adopt-gmo-labeling-law
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/2-men-charged-cocaine-trafficking-logan-airport
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/2-men-charged-cocaine-trafficking-logan-airport
https://www.boston.com/news/national-news/2016/07/04/joey-chestnut-downs-record-70-hot-dogs-annual-eating-contest
https://www.boston.com/news/national-news/2016/07/04/joey-chestnut-downs-record-70-hot-dogs-annual-eating-contest


LOCAL NEWS
New Hampshire driver dies after crashing into house
July 4, 2016 | 4:11 PM

WORLD NEWS
NASA's Juno spacecraft is about to reach Jupiter
July 4, 2016 | 1:30 PM

LOCAL NEWS
Woburn man charged in water-skiing crash that seriously injured
his cousin
July 4, 2016 | 10:49 AM

CARS
Advocates help navigate teens through '100 deadliest days'
July 4, 2016 | 9:44 AM

LOCAL NEWS
Scientists struggling to find out what killed humpback whale
July 4, 2016 | 9:26 AM

POLITICS
Trump's 'Pocahontas' attack rooted in Warren heritage issue
July 4, 2016 | 9:18 AM

NATIONAL NEWS
New England politicians want another National Lobster Day in
2016
July 4, 2016 | 9:09 AM

https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/new-hampshire-driver-dies-crashing-house
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/new-hampshire-driver-dies-crashing-house
https://www.boston.com/news/world-news/2016/07/04/nasas-juno-spacecraft-reach-jupiter
https://www.boston.com/news/world-news/2016/07/04/nasas-juno-spacecraft-reach-jupiter
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/woburn-man-charged-water-skiing-crash-seriously-injured-cousin
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/woburn-man-charged-water-skiing-crash-seriously-injured-cousin
https://www.boston.com/news/cars/2016/07/04/advocates-help-navigate-teens-100-deadliest-days
https://www.boston.com/news/cars/2016/07/04/advocates-help-navigate-teens-100-deadliest-days
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/scientists-struggle-find-killed-humpback-whale-washed-ashore
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/scientists-struggle-find-killed-humpback-whale-washed-ashore
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2016/07/04/trumps-pocahontas-attack-rooted-warren-heritage-issue
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2016/07/04/trumps-pocahontas-attack-rooted-warren-heritage-issue
https://www.boston.com/news/national-news/2016/07/04/new-england-politicians-want-another-national-lobster-day-2016
https://www.boston.com/news/national-news/2016/07/04/new-england-politicians-want-another-national-lobster-day-2016


LOCAL NEWS
How to watch Boston's Fourth of July fireworks without leaving
your couch
July 4, 2016 | 5:00 AM

LOCAL NEWS
Tonight's glowing sunset was the perfect Fourth of July preshow
July 3, 2016 | 9:32 PM

POLITICS
Gov. Charlie Baker's team is quietly getting ready for 2018
July 3, 2016 | 8:07 PM

BUSINESS
Amazon is quietly changing how it entices people to buy
July 3, 2016 | 7:53 PM

NATIONAL NEWS
Coast Guard rescues 7 kayakers stranded off Bar Harbor
July 3, 2016 | 7:16 PM

NATIONAL NEWS
Dad says 2 alligators involved in attack that killed his son at
Disney
July 3, 2016 | 7:01 PM

ANIMALS
A Cape Cod nonprofit is hosting expeditions to see great white
sharks
July 3, 2016 | 6:45 PM

https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/how-to-watch-bostons-fourth-of-july-fireworks-without-leaving-your-couch
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/04/how-to-watch-bostons-fourth-of-july-fireworks-without-leaving-your-couch
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/03/tonights-glowing-sunset-was-the-perfect-fourth-of-july-preshow
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/03/tonights-glowing-sunset-was-the-perfect-fourth-of-july-preshow
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2016/07/03/gov-charlie-bakers-team-getting-ready-2018-election
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2016/07/03/gov-charlie-bakers-team-getting-ready-2018-election
https://www.boston.com/news/business/2016/07/03/amazon-quietly-eliminating-list-prices
https://www.boston.com/news/business/2016/07/03/amazon-quietly-eliminating-list-prices
https://www.boston.com/news/national-news/2016/07/03/coast-guard-rescues-7-stranded-kayakers-off-bar-harbor
https://www.boston.com/news/national-news/2016/07/03/coast-guard-rescues-7-stranded-kayakers-off-bar-harbor
https://www.boston.com/news/national-news/2016/07/03/dad-says-2-alligators-involved-attack-killed-son-disney
https://www.boston.com/news/national-news/2016/07/03/dad-says-2-alligators-involved-attack-killed-son-disney
https://www.boston.com/news/animals/2016/07/03/cape-cod-nonprofit-hosting-expeditions-see-great-white-sharks
https://www.boston.com/news/animals/2016/07/03/cape-cod-nonprofit-hosting-expeditions-see-great-white-sharks


LOCAL NEWS
2-year-old girl seriously hurt after stepping on hot coals
July 3, 2016 | 5:15 PM

LOCAL NEWS
Pedestrian struck, killed on I-495
July 3, 2016 | 4:21 PM

LOCAL NEWS
Missing canoer found dead at Littleton pond
July 3, 2016 | 4:14 PM

©2016 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC
Privacy Policy |  Terms of Service |  Ad Choices

https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/03/2-year-old-girl-seriously-hurt-stepping-hot-coals
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/03/2-year-old-girl-seriously-hurt-stepping-hot-coals
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/03/pedestrian-struck-killed-495
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/03/pedestrian-struck-killed-495
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/03/missing-canoer-found-dead-at-littleton-pond
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2016/07/03/missing-canoer-found-dead-at-littleton-pond
http://www.boston.com/privacy-policy
http://www.boston.com/member-agreement
http://www.boston.com/privacy-policy#adchoices

