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PLEASE CO-SPONSOR PUBLIC HEALTH BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

 FY17 SENATE BUDGET 

 

 

Dear Senator: 

 

We ask for your support to adequately fund programs that support healthy families and promote health 

equity for all Massachusetts residents. Our funding priorities focus on programs at the Department of 

Public Health (DPH) and across state government that create opportunities for healthy eating and active 

living, provide family supports, and enable essential safeguards such as food safety and communicable 

disease control. These programs impact every resident of the state, and have the biggest impact on the most 

vulnerable communities and families. We ask for your support to co-sponsor the following amendments: 

 

HEALTHY FOOD & COMMUNITY HEALTH                          

 

Massachusetts Food Trust (within 7007-0300) 
Amendment #666 by Senator Moore for dedicated funding at $500,000. 

Too many communities have poor access to healthy food and lack strong local job opportunities. The 

Food Trust, established in law in 2014, will provide loans, grants, and technical assistance to support 

new and expanded food retailers and local food enterprises in low and moderate income communities. 

Better access to healthy food can create jobs and economic growth. Dedicated appropriations are needed 

to launch this program from concept to impact.  

 

Mass in Motion (within 4513-1111) 

Amendment #351 by Senator Lewis to fund line item at $3,952,386 and maintain dedicated funding 

for Mass in Motion. 

 This program – operating in more than 60 communities – is improving healthy eating and physical 

activity in schools, increasing healthy choices at local retailers, and improving access to safe streets, 

parks, and playgrounds. Mass in Motion communities have shown a decrease in overweight children 

compared to the state as a whole. State funding is contingent on federal matching funds and leverages 

private dollars.  
 

ESSENTIAL PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES          

 

Environmental Public Health Services (4510-0600) 
Amendment #921 by Senator Lovely to fund at 4,833,199. 

 The Bureau of Environmental Health protects all residents from hazardous exposures and 

environmentally-induced illness. The Bureau includes food safety, radiation control, testing at 

swimming beaches and public pools, indoor air quality testing at schools and other public buildings, and 

medical waste disposal, among others. Additional investment in staff and equipment is needed to 

support food and drug inspection, radiation control, and sanitary and housing code enforcement. 

Funding history: FY09: $4.23M; FY16: $4.35M; FY17 SWM: 3,813,554.  

 

 

 

http://www.mapublichealth.org/


Massachusetts Public Health Association    14 Beacon St., Suite 706    Boston, MA 02108    www.mapublichealth.org    @MAPublicHealth 

 

 

State Public Health Laboratory & Communicable Disease Control (4516-1000) 

Amendment #400 by Senator Keenan to fund at $13,469,435.  

The DPH Bureau of Infectious Disease & Laboratory Sciences protects the public from harm caused by 

more than 90 diseases, including Zika, Ebola, West Nile Virus, foodborne illnesses, rabies, and 

influenza; as well as lead poisoning and suspected bioterror agents. The Bureau analyzes, investigates, 

and responds to threats; enacts measures to prevent infection and reduce public harm from outbreaks; 

and supports local health departments to address communicable disease. The additional funds provided 

by this amendment will allow the lab to modernize technology, equipment, and staffing to bring lab to 

current testing standards for syphilis, HIV, hepatitis C, and other diseases, improving diagnosis and the 

public health response. Funding history: FY09: $16.89M; FY16: $12.6m; FY17 SWM: $ 12,282,648 

 

FAMILY & INCOME SUPPORTS              

 

Earned Income Tax Credit (outside section) 

Amendment #11 by Senator Eldridge to increase to 30% of the federal standard and to enable victims 

of domestic violence access to state EITC.  

The EITC is a benefit for working people with low to moderate income. Raising the EITC has 

demonstrated ability to alleviate poverty and improve health outcomes, especially for mothers and their 

children. An increase to 30% of the federal standard will support healthier families as well as long-term 

state savings. Amendments will also create access to EITC for victims of domestic violence who are 

unable to claim it because they are still legally married, as well as supporting more aggressive outreach 

to reach all eligible individuals. Current level: 23% of federal standard. 

 

We thank you for your partnership to support a healthy and equitable Commonwealth. For more 

information, please contact Maddie Ribble at 617-697-2107 or mribble@mapublichealth.org.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Rebekah Gewirtz, Executive Director  Maddie Ribble, Director of Public Policy  

 

*All FY09 figures adjusted for inflation 
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