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Advisory Alert: Naloxone Available Statewide at Affordable Prices for AH First 
Responders 

Dear Municipal Officials: 

As we are all painfully aware, Massachusetts continues to battle a public health epidemic 
due to opioid-related overdoses. A new report from the Department of Public Health estimates 
nearly 2,000 overdose deaths in 2016, a 13% increase over the previous year, with many of the 
deaths involving fentanyl use.1 Naloxone (also known as Narcan) is an essential life-saving 
medication for first responders that has reversed thousands of overdoses. In order to reduce the 
number of fatal overdoses, it is critical that law enforcement, community health organizations, 
health care facilities, families, and first responders, in particular, have access to affordable 
naloxone. 

As a result of the joint efforts of the Legislature, DPH, and my office, first responders 
across the Commonwealth today can access affordable naloxone by purchasing through DPH. 
During the last fiscal year 82 municipalities purchased 11,050 doses of naloxone at discounted 
prices through DPH, saving approximately $187,000. 

We are asking for your help to alert all first responder agencies that they may purchase 
naloxone through the Municipal Naloxone Bulk Purchasing Program at a deeply discounted rate. 
While many agencies have purchased naloxone through this program, we must continue to 
expand access to this life-saving medication as widely as possible. To purchase discounted 
naloxone through DPH, municipalities should visit DPH's Naloxone Access website2 or call the 
State Office of Pharmacy Services at 978-858-2114.3 

1 See Massachusetts Dept. of Public Health, Data Brief: Opioid-related Overdose Deaths among Massachusetts 
Residents (Feb. 2017), available at: http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/stop-addiction/current-statistics/data-
brief-overdose-deaths-februarv-2G 17.pdf. 
2 http://www.inass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/programs/substance-abuse/prevention/naloxone-access.html 
3 There are other state programs through which municipalities, private organizations, and others may be eligible to 
obtain naloxone, including (1) use of MED38 Pharmaceutical Prime Vendor Statewide Conti'act for public entities to 
obtain discounted pricing, (2) DPH's Opioid Overdose Prevention & Reversal Program, which donates free product 
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You may have heard recent reports that the manufacturer of one form of naloxone 
(naloxone auto-injector, Evzio) substantially increased its price to more than $4,500 per dose. 
This increase will not affect the price of naloxone purchased through the Municipal Naloxone 
Bulk Purchasing Program because SOPS purchases naloxone spray or spray kits, which are 
currently available at a fraction of the cost of Evzio. We encourage first responders to continue 
purchasing naloxone spray or spray kits through DPH, which have proven to be cost-effective, 
life-saving medications. Please also be aware that Evzio may be available to first responders and 
certain other organizations at no cost through the manufacturer's Product Donation Grants 

We are losing too many people—more than five each day last year—to the harmful 
effects of opioid abuse. And, when first responders encounter baniers of affordability and 
accessibility, the risk of overdose death is even higher. I encourage all first responders to use 
naloxone as a part of their strategy to address the epidemic—it is a matter of life and death. That 
is why it is so important to me to make sure you know that there are affordable ways to purchase 
naloxone. Let's ensure that every first responder in Massachusetts knows about the affordable 
purchase programs. I ask that you please do everything you can to help with this effort in your 
community. 

Program.4 

Very truly yours. 

to certain community health organizations, and (3) individual purchases of naloxone from retail pharmacies that 
have a standing order for naloxone. 
4 https://kaleopharma.com/who-we-are/kaleo-cares/ 


